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When it comes to Iceland, the scenery is just 
the tip of the iceberg...
International designers. Fascinating talks. Glaciers. Volcanoes. It’s a dazzling 
landscape of people, ideas, and panoramas, and the only thing missing 
is you. Join your fellow RISD alumni from across the country to attend 
Reykjavik’s fourteenth-annual design festival, DesignMarch. From fashion to 
furniture and architecture to food design, the festival turns the world’s most 
northerly capital into one big venue showcasing the best of the local design 
scene alongside lectures by internationally acclaimed designers and the 
foremost local design thinkers with a focus on inspiration and innovation.

The first few days of the week will be spent taking in some of the natural 
highlights of the region, like the Golden Circle and Reynisfjara black sand 
beach, and we’ll focus on the creatively harnessed geothermal energy that 
makes the volcanic island not only inhabitable but a great place to live. 
The last few days we’ll experience DesignMarch as it unfolds around us in 
Reykjavik. It’s a perfect city for strolling, full of excellent places to eat, drink 
and shop. Our group of traveling design lovers will surely have a real blast 
learning about this unique country and experiencing all of this together! 
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Imagine yourself…

Soaking away your 
jetlag in the Blue 

Lagoon

Going behind the 
scenes at the cultural 

landmarks of Reykjavik  

Feeling the rush of 
power from geysers   

and waterfalls

THE STUNNING HARPA CONCERT HALL IN REYKJAVÍK’S HARBOR
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Welcome to Iceland! 
DAY 1: SUNDAY MAY 1

• Soak away your jetlag in the thermal water of the Blue Lagoon
• Toast your traveling companions over a beautiful meal

Welcome to Iceland! Upon arrival, your Onward Travel guide will be
waiting for you at Keflavik International Airport with a private 
minibus with our friendly local Icelandic guide and professional 
driver. We’ll revive and get to know each other over a nice, hot 
brunch together and then see a bit of the Reykjanes Peninsula, 
known for its lava fields and geothermal activity.

Once it’s open we’ll head to the Blue Lagoon’s famous, bright blue,
wellness-promoting-waters, to let the jetlag soak away. Enjoy a light 
packed lunch on the way from the lagoon to downtown Reykjavík.
Optional activity: Body treatments and massages are available at the
Blue Lagoon. Onward will provide a list of available services.

When we arrive in the heart of Reykjavík we’ll check in at our 
accommodations. You have your choice between two stylish, well 
designed lodging options: Hotel Alda, an upscale boutique hotel or 
KEX Hostel, a trendy and fun hostel. In the afternoon we’ll head 
out for a tour of Harpa, the iconic and fascinating concert venue 
and event center perched in the city’s harbor. The glass facade 
was designed by artist Olafur Eliasson and features kaleidoscopic 
reflections of the city and landscape. We hope you will love Harpa as 
much as we do. After our tour we’ll make our way to one of the city’s 
fantastic restaurants for a creative meal of small courses, each one 
more beautiful and delicous than the last.
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Meals Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

Meals Breakfast, Lunch, Light Dinner

Reykjavík Immersion
DAY 2: MONDAY MAY 2

• Get to know Iceland’s capital city from a local’s perspective
• Learn about the design process behind many of the city’s best interiors

Let’s start our day exploring the capital with a cup of the best coffee 
(or cocoa!) in Iceland at Reykjavík Roasters, then we’ll head across 
the street to Hallgrímskirkja Church to ascend the steeple and enjoy 
sweeping panoramic views of the city. Once we’ve seen Iceland’s 
capital from a bird’s eye view it’s time to zoom in...

Our local guide will meet us at Hallgrímskirkja and we’ll explore the
city on a walking tour with him, making our way through City Hall
to catch the latest exhibit and learn about Iceland’s topography while
examining a large 3-D relief map. Lunch today will be lobster soup 
and grilled fish kebabs at a harbor-side restaurant owned by a retired 
fisherman. 

Late afternoon we’ll meet our friend, local design legend Halfdan  
(aka Dani) Pedersen for a very special and memorable tour of his  
work around the center of Reykjavik. A former film set designer, 
Dani has  designed the interiors of many of the city’s most popular 
restaurants,  bars and stores. Today he will take us to these places 
to show us his  work and discuss his process, and we’ll enjoy some 
of Reykjavik’s  best food and beverages as we go. Dani’s lovely 
personality combined with his wonderful work and the access he 
brings our group will make this a day you’ll remember for a long time.

DOWNTOWN REYKJAVÍK

Exploring the Golden Circle
DAY 3: TUESDAY MAY 3

• Understand the great influence of geothermal energy on local life
• Soak in a hidden hot spring lake far away from everything

Iceland literally runs on geothermal energy, and the more you 
learn about this energy - from its sources, to its harnessing, to its 
utilization and application - the more that Icelandic life makes sense. 
You can understand how shops can be eco-conscious and still leave 
their doors open to the street on a freezing day, how fresh produce is
abundant in Iceland all year despite its isolation and cold weather, 
and of course  where all that warm water comes from for the many 
geothermal pools. This morning when we visit the Geothermal 
Powerplant Exhibition in the countryside near Reykjavík all of these 
details of Icelandic life and many more will be placed in clear context 
as you begin to understand the power of geothermal energy.
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DesignTalks at Harpa
DAY 5: THURSDAY MAY 5

• Spend the day listening to brilliant people from across design    
   disciplines presenting their latest work and captivations 
• Mix and mingle with the interesting crowd of attendees at the  
   post-talks reception

Today the festival begins! DesignTalks is an inspiring day of fascinating
presentations by prominent design thinkers from around the world 
and we’ll spend the day soaking it in. Past speakers have included 
Bjarke Ingels, Calvin Klein, Jessica Walsh, Katherine Hamnet, Winy 
Maas, Eley Kishimoto, Studio Swine and others. We can’t wait to see 
who will be announced for the 2022 speaker lineup! DesignTalks will 
break midday for a catered lunch which will be included for our group.

Following DesignTalks we’ll head to the opening party to mix and 
mingle with local creatives as well as others who have traveled from 
around the world to attend the festival. Skál!

Meals Breakfast, Lunch

Meals Breakfast, Lunch

Black Sand and Folk History
DAY 4: WEDNESDAY MAY 4

• See how it feels to squeeze into a tiny traditional Icelandic dwelling
• Stand on a black sand beach, feeling like you’re on another planet

This morning we set out on a drive two hours down the Atlantic Coast 
to Iceland’s southernmost town: Vík.  The village is most famous for 
its stunning black sand beaches and basalt rock formations. When 
we arrive in Vík, the otherworldly and unforgettable seascapes of 
Reynisfjara Beach will take your breath away. 

On our way back to the capital, yummy packed lunches in tow, we 
will stop at Skógafoss Waterfall (hike to the top if you have it in you!) 
and Skógar Folk Museum. At the museum you’ll be fascinated by the 
history of  Icelandic day-to-day life, especially the society’s relatively 
recent  transition into modernity. We’ll make one last stop in the 
countryside  at a charming little family-owned yarn mill where we’ll 
learn about their process (it starts with raising sheep!) and have 
an opportunity to buy some yarn and handknitted products sure to 
delight anyone with interest in the fiber arts. Enjoy a free evening in 
town tonight!

A DESIGNMARCH FASHION SHOW                                           PHOTO COURTESY RICH EVENHOUSE

From the power plant we’ll continue east to Iceland’s legendary 
scenic highway known as the Golden Circle. Our unique Golden Circle 
experience begins at Þingvellir National Park, the site of the oldest 
parliament in the world where the great Atlantic rift is clearly visible. 
At Þingvellir you’ll also see the rock formation that inspired “the 
wall” of Game of Thrones fame. We’ll walk through the national park 
and take in the phenomenal landscapes. 

Lunch today will be in a tomato greenhouse, where if you close your 
eyes and eat a cherry tomato it might as well be August in Italy. Also, 
these tomatoes make the best fresh bloody mary you can imagine 
and the spread of delicious tomato soup and rustic homemade 
breads is comforting and perfect.

After lunch we’ll visit the world famous Geysir geothermal area 
where we’ll watch geysers erupt and, for those who wish to, hike up 
a hill to breathe in the view. We’ll also see the magnicent Gullfoss 
waterfall where the power of the water can be felt through the air.
Then it’s time to relax with a nice soak in a beautiful and remote 
geothermal pool. As evening falls, we’ll stop on our way home for a 
casual and delicious pizza dinner at a geothermal brewery. 

Meals Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
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Dive into DesignMarch 
DAYS 6 & 7: FRIDAY MAY 6 & SATURDAY MAY 7

• Hop from venue to venue visiting exhibitions around the city
• Reconvene with the RISD group for cocktails and dinner

Installations and programs will take place all over Reykjavik as the  
city becomes a venue for creativity. Once a schedule is published, 
we’ll find out what’s happening  and make the most of the dynamic, 
unique design showcase around us over the course of these two 
days. Expect plenty of free time to explore the festival on your own 
with some RISD group activity suggestions and inclusions mixed in.

On Friday evening we’ll convene for cocktails together to share 
stories of our experiences at the festival so far. And perhaps you’re 
just getting started, because Reykjavik’s infamous Friday night out, 
known as rúntur, starts now.  Icelanders typically save their energy 
all week and on Fridays they go out like they meant it, so feel free to 
join the raucous bar crawl that lasts all night long.  

After a second fantastic day experiencing DesignMarch and enjoying
Reykjavik’s creative buzz, we’ll meet on Saturday evening for a
delicious farewell dinner together at one  of the city’s best restaurants. 
Cheers to a wonderful week that was  not only intellectually 
stimulating, but lots and lots of fun! Those  who would like to will 
head out to the closing party of DesignMarch together tonight to say 
hello and goodbye to all their new Icelandic friends. 

DAILY ITINERARY   RISD Spring B’Reykjavík  May 1—8, 2022

Meals Brunch

Bless, Bless!
DAY 8: SUNDAY MAY 8

• Enjoy one last delicious meal with your traveling companions
• Return home inspired by the creativity that fuels Icelandic life

This morning we’ll enjoy a special farewell brunch together before 
heading to the airport. Transportation to Keflavik will be arranged for 
all travelers depending on flight times. Most return flights take off in 
the late afternoon/early evening so you should also have a chance 
to check out a few more exhibitions or sneak in some last minute 
shopping at Reykjavík’s many boutiques.

In the olden days, goodbyes in Iceland often preceded journeys that
tended to be rather perilous, so goodbye in Icelandic became “bless,
bless.” Luckily these days our journeys are much more comfortable,
but unfortunately the time has still come to say, “bless, bless!”

Meals Two Breakfasts, Cocktail Party, Dinner

THE BLACK SAND BEACH AND BASALT CLIFFS AT REYNISFJARA

An
Opportunity for 

Professional Development
Spring B’Reykjavík is an eye-opening, engaging, 

design-centered experience. Make professional contacts
with your fellow RISD alumni and other international 

designers attending DesignMarch. Listen to global industry 
leaders share their perspectives and dig in to inspiring 
Nordic culture. This experience will open your mind and 

add to your repertoire. Want some help getting your 
boss on board? Onward will be happy to share 

the document we created to highlight the 
professional development value of 

Spring B’Reykjavík.
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BEGINS

Keflavik International Airport (KEF), on May 1
Most flights from North America to Iceland land in 
the wee hours of the morning. Please book a flight 
scheduled to land before 7:15 AM.

ENDS
Central Reykjavík on May 8
Airport transfers provided based on travelers’ 
schedules.

SUITABILITY
&
MOBILITY

This tour includes walking for up to 30 minutes at a time, 
plus stairs, uneven natural terrain and cobblestones. If 
you have limited mobility, we may be able to
accommodate you, but it is essential to let us know at 
the time of registration. Travelers may always opt out 
of activities they deem too physically challenging but 
refunds will not be provided. 

TRIP LENGTH 8 days, 7 nights

LODGING

We’ve selected two lodging options that are well located and 
unique to our destination, but offer different price points. 

Hotel Alda A stylish boutique hotel on the main shopping 
street. Enjoy lovely, quiet private lodging with Reykjavik 
views, gourmet breakfasts and a refreshing Nordic vibe. 

KEX Hostel A fresh, trendy choice in an old biscuit 
factory. Count on a nice breakfast and a fun, lively 
common area with microbrews and tasty food.

TOUR DATES
& PRICES

May 1 —8, 2022
Hotel Alda Double Occupancy   $3450 per traveler
Hotel Alda Single Occupancy    $3900 per traveler
KEX Hostel 6-Bed Dorm            $2875 per traveler*

Contact Onward if you are interested in a room upgrade.
*A women’s only dorm is an option at KEX.

Please note that air travel is not included and a current 
passport is required for travel to Iceland. 

Please ensure that your passport is valid for at least six 

months after the date of travel.

You are welcome to pay your trip fee by credit card, 
please note that a 3% processing fee will be applied.
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Trip price includes  
the following:
• Airport transfers and ground 

transportation to/from all scheduled 
activities.

• 7 nights accommodations at your choice 
of Hotel Alda or KEX Hostel

• Most meals: six breakfasts and one 
brunch, five lunches, three dinners, a 
light dinner and a cocktail party. We have 
fantastic gourmet experiences planned 
with libations included, of course!

• Local guide services throughout the 
tour to truly understand Iceland and an 
Onward Travel host at your service

• All sightseeing and festival activities and 
tours as detailed in the itinerary 

Register now!
Visit onwardtravel.co to 

complete the registration 
form and submit payment. 
$1,250 deposit due upon 
booking, balance due by 

February 15, 2022.

AIR TRAVEL: 
The tour will start and end with transfers to/from the airport serving Reyjkavik, Keflavik Airport (KEF). Please confirm with Onward
Travel that the tour is a “go” before booking non-refundable airfare. Onward can assist travelers who would like to extend their stay 
in Iceland and/or arrive early to the tour starting point. Contact Onward Travel for assistance or to coordinate with other travelers.
 
 

Please note: 
Onward Travel requires all 
travelers to provide proof 
of full vaccination against 

Covid-19 before the date of 
travel. All travelers will also 
be expected to comply with 
local masking regulations as 
well as any other customary 

pandemic precautions.
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About Onward Travel
Onward Travel is a group tour operator owned and operated by sisters Molly Crist and 
Katerina Clauhs Dhand. Onward Travel is focused on unique, thoughtful small group tours 
with itineraries that are researched and pieced together carefully to ensure authentic, 
engaging trips that foster genuine connection to places and people. A deep love of hospitality 
and adventure has been in Molly and Kat’s blood for generations as Onward Travel is inspired 
by their family’s cooking school on a farm in Bucks County, PA that offered culinary-focused 
travel to customers for over two decades.

Iceland in May
At this time the closest season to summer is well on her way to Iceland. Days are quickly 
becoming longer, with the sun rising before 5:00 am and not setting until 10:00 pm during 
our stay. The midnight sun is almost there... The weather will be warming up and plants will 
be blossoming, along with a sense of post-winter giddiness among Icelanders. Precipitation 
and wind are always possible in Iceland, so be sure to bring along a good rainjacket and 
appropriate footwear. May is a wonderful time to experience the outdoors in Iceland as the 
climate is pretty much as agreable as it gets all year long, with highs in the 50’s and lows in 
the 40’s, but do be aware that the Northern Lights cannot be seen at this time of year.

Miscellaneous Travel Information

• Passports are required for American citizens travelling to Iceland. Visas are not required. 
Note your passport should be valid for at least six months beyond the date of travel.

• To determine the current exchange rate, Google “USD to ISK.”

• Travel Protection: Onward Travel recommends that you purchase a travel protection plan 
to help protect you and your travel investment against the unexpected. Travel protection 
plans include coverage for Trip Cancellation, Trip Interruption, Emergency Medical and 
Emergency Evacuation/Repatriation, Trip Delay, Baggage Delay and more. For more 
information on the recommended plans or to enroll, contact Travelex Insurance Services 
at 800-228-9792 and reference location number 32-0704.  

• For a summary of plan details on benefits, coverages, limitations and exclusions, please 
refer to the applicable Description of Coverage. Travel Insurance is underwritten by 
Transamerica Casualty Insurance Company, Columbus, Ohio; NAIC #10952. 1308294

Get in Touch!
Contact Onward Travel with questions or special requests:
letsgo@onwardtravel.co 
845-293-2729

THE BLUE LAGOON


