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This holiday season, join Onward Travel 
for a special vacation in New Orleans.
Bedecked and festive NOLA is the perfect destination for a glitzy, memorable, 
and delicious mid-December getaway. Think oak trees dripping with Spanish 
moss and Christmas lights, cheerful cocktails, and a sense of place like no 
other... the perfect backdrop for a range of tasty and interesting experiences. 
New Orleans feels exotic and dynamic, especially when paired with ample 
holiday cheer!

New Orleans is a city packed with flavor and culture, thanks to French, Spanish, 
African, Italian and Caribbean influences. The climate is mild year round, with 
average December temps in the 60’s, the perfect weather for exploring this 
character-full destination. 

We’ll be based at Hotel Peter & Paul in the hip Faubourg Marigny neighborhood,
just down-river from the French Quarter. In fact, the accommodations helped 
to inspire this tour as Molly’s friend, Nathalie Jordi, opened this stylish hotel in 
2019 to much acclaim, and we knew it would be the perfect homebase for this 
adventure. We hope you can join us for this unforgettable trip... As they say in 
NOLA, laissez les bon temps rouler: “let the good times roll,” and we will!
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Imagine yourself…

Noshing around NOLA: 
from muffaletta sandwiches 
to French-Creole fine dining

Reveling in holiday spirit in 
this fun, festive, and balmy 

destination

Riding the streetcar past 
the beautiful homes of the 

Garden District

FAMOUS NEW ORLEANS
BEIGNETS & CHICORY COFFEE
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Welcome to the Big Easy! 
DAY 1: THURSDAY DECEMBER 9

• Settle in at Hotel Peter & Paul and learn its unique backstory
• Indulge in contemporary Creole fare at Mr. B.’s

Time to lean into that laid-back lifestyle that inspired the moniker 
The Big Easy! Make your way from the Louis Armstrong Int’l Airport 
(MSY) to Hotel Peter & Paul in the Marigny neighborhood. Check in 
is at 3pm and we’ll convene late afternoon with local resident and 
hotel proprietor Nathalie Jordi to learn how the hotel came to be. 
A meticulous four year restoration turned this former 19th-century 
Catholic church, school house, convent, and rectory into a swoon 
worthy hotel complete with European antiques and lots of gingham. 

We’ll toast the adventure ahead at our welcome reception. Perhaps 
you’d like one of NOLA’s favorite cocktails like a daiquiri, gin fizz, or 
Sazerac? Dinner tonight will be a celebration at Mr. B’s Bistro in the 
French Quarter. Mr. B’s serves contemporary Creole and is famous 
for its Barbeque Shrimp (sautéed shrimp in Worcestershire-spiked 
butter sauce). You might also enjoy a cup of Gumbo! The food and 
atmosphere are top notch, a perfect destination for our first meal 
together.
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Meals Dinner

Meals Breakfast, Light Lunch, Dinner

Exploring the French
Quarter & Beyond
DAY 2: FRIDAY DECEMBER 10

• Lick powdered sugar off your fingers at Café du Monde
• Gaze at City Park’s picturesque moss canopies lit for the season

We’ll start our morning with a 15 minute walk to Café du Monde for 
beignets, Café au Lait, and freshly squeezed orange juice. A leisurely 
al fresco breakfast will charge us up for the day...you’ll believe me 
when you see the pile of powdered sugar! 

Our walking tour guide will meet us at Café du Monde to introduce 
us to this famous area. The French Quarter, a National Historical 
Landmark, was founded in 1718 making it the oldest neighborhood 
in the city. It is a beautiful sight to behold - albeit with some 
unscrupulous corners - especially when clad with holiday decor. 
We’ll end the tour at Central Grocery for a famous muffaletta. The 
sandwich originated among Italian immigrants in New Orleans and 
lives up to its reputation. DOWNTOWN REYKJAVÍK

Spend the afternoon as you wish. No doubt the morning walking 
tour will give you ideas and inspiration. This evening we’ll head 
to Mandina’s for dinner. Mandina’s is a family run Creole Italian 
restaurant with an intriguing history, including a complete rebuild 
post-Katrina. We’ll enjoy a comforting N’Awlins neighborhood meal. 

After dinner we’re off to NOLA’s 1,300-acre City Park for Celebration 
in the Oaks, dubbed “the most spectacular holiday lights festival 
in the country.” City Park’s famous oaks are swathed in over a 
million twinkling lights and breathtaking light displays are scattered 
throughout the 2.25 mile driving tour of the park. To cap off a perfect 
day, let’s swing by Creole Creamery, a decadent ice cream parlor 
where they make the tasty treat in house. 

INSIDE THE ATMOSPHERIC HOTEL PETER & PAUL
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A Lovely Day in the Garden 
District
DAY 4: SUNDAY DECEMBER 12

• Rattle along in the St. Charles Streetcar admiring beautiful homes 
• Enjoy an epic jazz brunch

We’ll start our day on the St. Charles Streetcar line, which travels 
from the edge of the French Quarter all the way down beautiful St. 
Charles Avenue. The views of historic architecture beneath the shade 
of massive, ancient live oaks convey so much of New Orleans’ charm 
and character. The line passes by the Garden District, Audubon Park 
and the Audubon Zoo, and Tulane and Loyola Universities. 

We’re getting off in the Garden District for a guided tour of 
Lafayette Cemetery #1. Our tour guide is a volunteer with “Save our 
Cemeteries!”, an organization working to preserve and teach the 
history of New Orlean’s unique cemeteries. Lafayette Cemetery #1 is 
the oldest existent cemetery in the city with an interesting history. 

After the tour, it’s time for a decadent brunch at Commander’s 
Palace. We’ll savor a decadent three-course brunch complete with a 
cocktail (maybe the housemade Bloody Mary spiked tableside with 
“ice block” vodka will quench your thirst) and live jazz. 

This afternoon is free to enjoy. Perhaps you’d like to travel further 
down St. Charles on the street car or walk along Magazine Street, 
enjoying the many unique shops and boutiques. Tonight we’ll 
convene at Hotel Peter & Paul and walk to a neighborhood restaurant 
for a delicious and convivial dinner.

Meals Brunch, Dinner

Meals Lunch

Cooking Up Something Good
DAY 3: SATURDAY DECEMBER 11

• Lunch on local specialities and learn to prepare them 
• Discover the lore and legacy of your favorite cocktails

Today we’re off to the New Orleans School of Cooking. This was a 
highlight of our 2012 tour! Browse the “general store” full of local 
culinary delights and enjoy an informative and entertaining private 
cooking demonstration for our group. The Chef will demonstrate a 
few quintessential New Orleans recipes and then it’s time for a three-
course meal complete with Abita beer (the local brew) or lemonade. 
You’ll take home recipes and an increased knowledge of Cajun/
Creole cooking.

Are you thirsty? We’ll visit the interactive and engaging Sazerac 
House museum dedicated to all things cocktails and distilling. After 
an inspired visit, the rest of the day is yours!

About our home away from home… 

Hotel Peter & Paul
We’ve chosen this hotel with intention. Set in a former church 
and school dating from 1860, the hotel had a 4-year restoration 
and each of its 71 rooms is unique. The Faubourg Marigny 
neighborhood location is part of the charm but please keep in 
mind this is not a middle-of-the-French-Quarter location. Be 
prepared to walk, call a taxi, or take an Uber to most destinations.

Hotel Peter & Paul has lovely spaces for relaxing and socializ-
ing, including a sunroom inspired by Claude Monet’s home in 
Giverny and a courtyard filled with greenery. During the resto-
ration, the team preserved original features like stained glass 
windows and marble fireplaces, but they also added their own 
touch, such as European antiques and custom rugs handmade 
in India. As a result, the hotel is full of charm and personality! 
The hotel has an onsite restaurant, the Elysian Bar, serving 
contemporary cocktails and regionally focused fine cuisine for 
guests and locals. There’s also a coffee bar onsite plus cafes and 
restaurants within walking distance.

The hotel is a short walk to Frenchmen Street, a live music 
destination with cafes and jazz clubs. The neighborhood has a 
bohemian quality, full of cafes, colorful Creole cottages (most 
of which date to the 19th century), and a mixing pot of local 
residents. Washington Square Park is at the heart of it all, with 
its large lawns shaded by old oaks. A unique destination for a 
one-of-a-kind tour!

A STATELY GARDEN DISTRICT HOME
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Whitney Plantation
DAY 5: MONDAY DECEMBER 13

• Learn about the experiences of slaves across the South
• Take a spin on the Carousel Bar at Hotel Monteleone

After a leisurely morning, we’ll board a luxury minibus and head 
outside the city… but not before grabbing one of NOLA’s best po’ boys 
en route. We’ll travel west along the Mississippi River, on aptly 
named River Road, to the area where the region’s former plantations 
are clustered. We’ll visit Whitney Plantation, the only museum in 
Louisiana with an exclusive focus on the lives of enslaved people. 
Whitney Plantation museum is on the grounds of a former sugar, rice 
and indigo plantation established in 1752. On your tour, you will learn 
about the lives of people who were held in bondage on these grounds 
for over 100 years. Fascinating and sobering truths.

Once back at the hotel, freshen up before our last night on the 
town. Gentlemen, you’ll need your sport coat tonight! We’re going 
to visit two hotels known for their holiday decor and famous bars: 
Roosevelt Hotel and Hotel Monteleone. First, the famous Sazerac Bar 
at Roosevelt Hotel to kick things off. Then we’re headed to a local 
institution for dinner, a time-honored tradition… Galatoires! We’ll 
feast on French-Creole fare. Our last stop is the iconic Carousel Bar 
at Hotel Monteleone for a nightcap. Cheers to a fabulous few days in 
Crescent City!
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Meals Lunch

Farewell at Dooky Chase
DAY 6: TUESDAY DECEMBER 14

• Enjoy one last delicious meal with your traveling companions
• Return home with lots of new experiences, ideas and friends!

All good things must come to an end. By our last morning you’ll 
really understand what makes New Orleans so special. Use the last 
couple morning hours to take a stroll (perhaps another early morning 
beignet at Café du Monde?), pick up a few souvenirs, and pack up. 

But don’t eat too much because our last meal together will be a real 
treat. Beloved local chef, Leah Chase, passed away in 2019 at age 96 
but her iconic restaurant Dooky Chase’s continues on. The restaurant 
features Ms. Chase’s collection of African American art on the walls 
and a tantalizing lunch buffet with local specials like red beans and 
rice and fried chicken. Once we’re satisfied and stuffed, it’s off to the 
airport for departure flights. After this Big Easy immersion you’re 
sure to return home ready to finish up the holiday season with a jazzy 
little spring in your step!

Meals Lunch, Dinner
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BEGINS
Hotel Peter & Paul 
2317 Burgundy Street, New Orleans, LA 
December 9, 2021 at 4:00pm

ENDS

Dooky Chase’s Restaurant 
December 14, 2021 at 12:30pm
A transfer to Louis Armstrong Int’l Airport (MSY) will be 
provided following lunch; book a flight that departs after 
2:30pm as we will arrive to MSY around 1pm.

SUITABILITY
&
MOBILITY

This tour includes walking for 15-30 minutes at a time, 
plus stairs and uneven streets. Travelers may always 
opt out of activities they deem too physically challenging 
but refunds will not be provided.

TRIP LENGTH 6 days, 5 nights

LODGING

Hotel Peter & Paul | 5 nights
Choose between a School House Classic room (king or 
queen bed) or School House Two of Queens (two queen 
beds). Rooms feature an assortment of antique and 
bespoke furniture and lighting, private bathrooms with 
hand-painted striped tile showers, flat-screen televisions, 
complimentary wifi, and custom Italian linens.
 
The “Two of Queens” offers friends traveling together a 
room with two queen beds, either adjacent or one in an 
upstairs sleeping mezzanine and one downstairs (guests 
choice). There is a $280 supplement per person for this room.

TOUR DATES
& PRICE

December 9 —14, 2021
Double Occupancy     $2450 per traveler
Single Supplement    $625 additional

Contact Onward if you are interested in a room upgrade. 
A variety of suites are available at Hotel Peter & Paul. 
Please note that air travel is not included.

You are welcome to pay your trip fee by credit card, 
please note that a 3% processing fee will be applied.
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Trip price includes  
the following:
• Ground transportation to/from all 

scheduled activities.

• Five nights accommodations at Hotel 
Peter & Paul.

• Most meals: one breakfast, five lunches, 
and four dinners. We have fantastic 
gourmet experiences, libations included, 
of course!

• Local guide services throughout the tour 
to truly understand New Orleans. 

• Activities, tastings, cooking classes, and 
tours as detailed in the itinerary.

Register now!
Visit onwardtravel.co to 

complete the registration 
form and submit payment. 

$750 deposit due upon 
booking, balance due by 

October 1, 2021.

Contact Molly with any 
questions or requests:
molly@onwardtravel.co

AIR TRAVEL :
The tour will start at Hotel Peter & Paul and end with an optional mid-afternoon airport 
transfer on December 14 after lunch. Plan to arrive at Hotel Peter & Paul by 4:00pm on 
December 9 and book a flight that departs MSY after 2:30pm on December 14. Please confirm 
with Onward Travel that the tour is a “go” before booking non-refundable airfare. Contact Onward 
Travel for assistance or to coordinate with other travelers.

Travel Protection: 

Onward Travel recommends that you purchase 
a travel protection plan to help protect you and 
your travel investment against the unexpected. 

Travel protection plans include coverage for 
Trip Cancellation, Trip Interruption, Emergency 
Medical and Emergency Evacuation/Repatria-
tion, Trip Delay, Baggage Delay and more. For 
more information on the recommended plans 

or to enroll, contact Travelex Insurance 
at 800-228-9792 

or at www.travelexinsurance.com
and reference location number 32-0704.

For a summary of plan details on benefits, 
coverages, limitations and exclusions, please 

refer to the applicable Description of Coverage. 
Travel Insurance is underwritten by 

Transamerica Casualty Insurance Company, 
Columbus, Ohio; NAIC #10952. 1308294


