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An invitation from Josh Owen, Industrial Design Program Chair
RIT is excited to visit Iceland and to examine the country through 
a designer’s lens during Reykjavik design week. Because of its 
geographic isolation, Iceland is remarkably different from the rest 
of the world. 
We’ve crafted this trip for designers and 
for those who are curious about design 
to discover how a unique culture 
interprets it. I’ve been around the world 
to look at design and the way it is 
expressed through the unique people 
and places that produce it. As a designer 
and an educator, I believe that design is 
more than a vocation - it is a way to view 
and decipher the world. I love to 
experience new and different ways of 
using design and to share my insights 
with others. 

Join me in Iceland - through a 
designer’s lens.

RIT: Icelandic Design Immersion — March 2019

Imagine yourself…

Floating in the Blue 
Lagoon within hours of 

landing in Iceland

Going behind the 
scenes at the cultural 

landmarks of Reykjavik

Feeling the rush of 
power from geysers and 

waterfalls
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Welcome to Iceland! 
DAY 1: SUNDAY MARCH 24

• Soak away the jetlag in the world famous water of The Blue Lagoon
• Toast your fellow travelers over a beautiful feast for the senses

Upon arrival at Keflavik Int’l Airport your Onward Travel host will be
waiting for our group accompanied by a friendly Icelandic guide 
and a professional driver with a comfortable vehicle. The guide will 
interpret the enchanting landscape as we drive through volcanic rock 
fields and cross the continental divide on our way to the center of 
Reykjavik, Iceland’s charming capital.
 
But we aren’t headed straight for the city. Our first stop after leaving 
the airport will be for a hot brunch at a restaurant opened just for us 
this morning. The location on the edge of Reykjanes Peninsula, beside 
a looming lighthouse, will have you feeling Icelandic vibes in no 
time. Then, what’s better to stave off jetlag than a soak in the world 
renowned, wellness-promoting waters of the Blue Lagoon.

A light lunch will be provided for you to enjoy during the remaining 
transfer to Reyjkavik. In the early afternoon we’ll check into our 
accommodations for a little R & R before gathering for a gourmet 
multi-course Icelandic feast at Forréttabarrinn. The food at this 
design-focused restaurant is feast for all of the senses. Get to know 
your fellow RIT alumni and toast the fantastic week ahead.
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The Blue Lagoon is one of the most relaxing places in the world.

Meals Brunch, light lunch, Dinner

Meals Breakfast, Lunch

Reykjavik Design Plunge
DAY 2: MONDAY MARCH 25

• Lunch on seafood at Reykjavik’s iconic harbor
• Roll up your sleeves in a hands-on letterpress workshop

Our day starts with the best coffee in Iceland at Reykjavik Roasters. A 
local designer-cum-tour guide will meet us there to show us
Reykjavik from his point of view. We’ll begin with sweeping views 
from the steeple of Hallgrímskirkja Church, an icon of expressionist 
architecture. Our walking tour will feature architectural 
interpretation and take us through some local spaces for design as 
well as Reykjavik’s wonderful City Hall. Then we’ll enjoy a lunch of 
lobster soup and grilled fish kebabs by the harbor. 

A stunning presence in the city harbor is the iconic Harpa, a concert 
venue and event center. The glass facade was designed by the artist 
Olafur Eliasson and features kaleidoscopic reflections of the city and 
landscape. During our private behind the scenes tour of this singular 
building our group will be fascinated by the intellectual depth of its 
aesthetic inspiration as well as its tumultuous, if short, history.

From Harpa we’re off the visit our friends Ólöf and Hildur at 
Reykjavik Letterpress. Established in 2010 by these two gregarious 
and creative friends, the studio has since achieved significant 
success - including a 2016 ranking as the 2nd best letterpress shop 
in the world by Print Magazine. We’ll spend the afternoon here in 
a workshop and each member of our group will create their own 
letterpress print that will be displayed in an RIT Exhibition as part of 
the upcoming DesignMarch event.

Enjoy this evening in Reykjavik as you please!
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The Golden Circle
DAY 3: TUESDAY MARCH 26

• Gain an understanding of Iceland’s vital geothermal energy system
• Enjoy a guided tour of some of the world’s most stunning scenery 

Today our fabulous Icelandic guide will take us on a special tour of 
The Golden Circle area near Reykjavik, providing much more insight 
than the typical tourist experience there allows. We’ll begin at 
Þingvellir National Park; highlights of the day will include exploring 
this magical place where the great Atlantic rift is clearly visible, 
a visit to the famous Geysir geothermal area and a stop at the 
magnificent Gullfoss waterfall. To emphasize the incredible Icelandic 
relationship with geothermal energy we’ll also visit the eye-opening 
Hellisheidi Power Plant and enjoy lunch in a greenhouse full of 
tomato plants. To round out our day of adventure, we’ll unwind with a 
soak in the picturesque Secret Lagoon.

When we return to Reykjavik we’ll be hungry and probably a little 
bit tired, so tonight we’ll enjoy a healthy, laid back dinner together at 
Glo, a delicious “fast casual” raw-focused restaurant whose chef has 
become something of a national celebrity.
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Looking out at Reykjavik from the steeple of Hallgrimskirkja

Meals Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

Through a Designer’s Eyes
DAY 4: WEDNESDAY MARCH 27

• Tour some of the most celebrated modern interiors in the city with 
the man who created them

Spend the first half of today how you wish - wander the city streets, 
do some shopping, or visit a museum.

In the afternoon we’ll meet our friend, local design legend Halfdan 
(aka Dani) Pedersen for a very special and memorable tour of his 
work in the center of Reykjavik. A former film set designer, Dani has 
designed the interiors of many of the city’s most popular restaurants, 
bars and stores. Today he will take us to these places to show us his 
work and discuss his process, and we’ll enjoy some of Reykjavik’s 
best food and beverages as we go. Dani’s lovely personality 
combined with his wonderful work and the access he brings our 
group will make this a day you’ll remember for a long time.

 

Meals Breakfast, Lunch

Note: As the DesignMarch programming and festivities unfold, more 
information will be provided regarding the schedule March 28-30.

DesignTalks Inspiration
DAY 5: THURSDAY MARCH 28

• Spend a day listening to brilliant people from across design 
disciplines presenting their latest work and captivations

• Mix and mingle with the fascinating crowd of attendees at the   
post-talks reception

Today the festival begins! DesignTalks is an inspiring day of 
presentations by prominent design thinkers and we’ll spend the day 
soaking it in. The theme for 2019 is Innovation by Design.

Meals Breakfast, Light Dinner
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The Festival is Underway
DAY 6: FRIDAY MARCH 29

• Enjoy the lively DesignMarch festival at various creative venues 
around the city

• Enjoy some truly lovely canapes in a hip office space downtown

Installations and programs will take place all over Reykjavik as the 
city becomes a venue for creativity. We’ll find out what’s happening 
and make the most of the dynamic, unique design showcase around 
us. Horseback riding and a cooking class will also be available for 
those who’d like to take part in those activities. Timing and details 
TBD.

Early evening, we’ll convene for an RIT cocktail party, catered by 
Iceland’s MasterChef Gunnar Helgi. Mix, mingle, and toast this 
unique, creative experience at the Pink Iceland office, located on hip 
Hverfisgata, in the middle of the action. Cocktails, conversation, and 
lovely food await. And perhaps you’re just getting started, because 
Reykjavik’s infamous Friday night out, known as rúntur, starts now. 
Icelanders go out hard, so feel free to join the raucous bar crawl that 
lasts all night long. 
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More DesignMarch
DAY 7: SATURDAY MARCH 30

• Toast your traveling companions after a wonderful week in Iceland!

Another fantastic day experiencing DesignMarch and enjoying 
Reykjavik’s creative buzz! Stay tuned for all the plans. 

This evening we’ll enjoy a delicious farewell dinner together at one 
of the city’s best restaurants. Cheers to a wonderful week that was 
not only intellectually stimulating, but lots and lots of fun! Those 
who would like to can head out to the closing party of DesignMarch 
together tonight to say hello to all their new Icelandic friends.

  

Farewell
DAY 8: SUNDAY MARCH 31

• Head home with wonderful memories!

Sleep in this morning or take one last long walk or thermal dip at the 
city pool. Today we will enjoy a special catered lunch at one of the 
city’s premier cultural institutions. Throughout the week we’ll have 
met many local designers and artists and we’ll invite them to join us 
for this final soiree.

Then it’s off to the airport for flights home, the transfer is included. 
Bon voyage!

A still from the fashion show at DesignMarch in 2014.

Meals Breakfast, Dinner

Meals Breakfast, Dinner

Meals Breakfast
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BEGINS
Reykjavik Keflavik Airport (KEF)
8:30 am on Sunday, March 24, 2019

ENDS
Reykjavik, Iceland 
2:00 pm onSunday, March 31, 2019
An airport transfer will be provided

MOBILITY

This tour includes walking for 15-30 minutes at a time, 
plus stairs and some unevern terrain. If you have limited 
mobility, please inquire and we will discuss options. 
Travelers may always opt out of activities they deem too 
physically challenging but refunds will not be provided. 

TRIP LENGTH 8 days, 7 nights

LODGING

Alda Hotel Reykjavik | 7 Nights | A comfortable, 
luxurious boutique hotel full of charm and style. Alda 
Hotel is located in the heart of Reykjavik’s vibrant 
Laugavegur.

TOUR DATES
& PRICE

March 24—31, 2019
Double Occupancy     $3,850 per traveler
Single Supplement    $385 additional

Contact Onward if you are interested in a room upgrade. 
Please note that air travel is not included and a current 
passport is required for travel to Iceland. 
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Trip price includes  
the following:
• Ground transportation to/from all 

scheduled activities.

• 7 nights accommodations at the elegant 
Hotel Alda in the heart of Reykjavik

• Most meals: daily breakfasts, 5 lunches, 
and 5 dinners. We have fantastic gourmet 
experiences, wine included, of course!

• Local guide services throughout the 
tour to truly understand Iceland and an 
Onward Travel guide at your service. 

• All activities, festival admission, and tours 
as detailed in the itinerary. 

Register now!
Visit onwardtravel.co to 

complete the registration 
form and submit payment. 

$1250 deposit due upon 
booking, balance due by 

December 1, 2018.

This tour has been created 
exclusively for alumni of 
RIT and their traveling 
companions. Space is 

limited to 14 travelers.

AIR TRAVEL: 
Please confirm with Onward Travel that the tour is a “go” before booking 
non-refundable airfare. Contact Onward Travel for assistance or to coordinate 
with other Icelandic Design Immersion travelers. 

 
“on earth’s part
all days start beautifully
patiently it revolves and revolves
with its trees
and oceans and lakes
deserts and volcanoes
the two of us and the rest of you
and all the animals”

Pétur Gunarsson
one



OnwardTravel.co   Based in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania and the Hudson Valley, New York

Iceland in March
March is a wonderful time to visit Iceland, 
especially if you’ve already braved a 
Rochester winter or two in your lifetime! 
The deep freeze is mostly past and daylight 
has returned, but we can still expect some 
snow and cold temperatures. The Icelandic 
scenery, hot lobster soup, and steaming 
thermal baths in the winter are pure magic, 
and in March the people of Reykjavik are out 
and about with a delightful energy as they 
feel spring on the horizon but the tourist 
crowds have not yet descended on their city.
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Miscellaneous Travel Information

• Passports are required for American citizens travelling to Iceland. Visas are not required. 
Note your passport should be valid for at least six months beyond the date of travel.

• To determine the current exchange rate, Google “USD to ISK.”

• Travel Protection: Onward Travel recommends that you purchase a travel protection plan 
to help protect you and your travel investment against the unexpected. Travel protection 
plans include coverage for Trip Cancellation, Trip Interruption, Emergency Medical and 
Emergency Evacuation/Repatriation, Trip Delay, Baggage Delay and more. For more 
information on the recommended plans or to enroll, contact Travelex Insurance Services 
at 800-228-9792 and reference location number 32-0704. For a summary of plan details on benefits, 
coverages, limitations and exclusions, please refer to the applicable Description of Coverage. Travel Insurance is underwritten by 
Transamerica Casualty Insurance Company, Columbus, Ohio; NAIC #10952. 1308294

About RIT Tour Host Josh Owen
Josh Owen is a designer and professor of Industrial Design at Rochester Institute of 
Technology in Rochester, New York. His work has been featured at the Venice Biennale 
and is in the permanent design collections of the Centre Georges Pompidou, Chicago 
Athenaeum, Musée des Beaux-Arts de Montreal, National Museum of American Jewish 
History, Philadelphia Museum of Art, and the Taiwan Design Museum, among others. 
Significant manufacturers in the U.S. and Europe produce his home/design, furniture, and 
office products, which are regularly featured in design books, periodicals and in critical design 
discourse. Owen’s “Build” and “Meta” design academic projects have successfully pioneered 
integrated practice pedagogy for the field of Industrial Design. He is the author of the book 
Lenses for Design and is a popular lecturer around the globe.

About Onward Travel
Onward Travel is a group tour operator owned and operated by sisters Molly Crist and 
Katerina Dhand. Onward Travel is focused on unique, thoughtful small group tours with 
itineraries that are researched and pieced together carefully to ensure authentic, engaging 
trips that foster genuine connection to places and people. A deep love of hospitality and 
adventure has been in Molly and Kat’s blood for generations as Onward Travel is inspired 
by their family’s cooking school on a farm in Bucks County, PA that offered culinary-focused 
travel to customers for over two decades.

Get in Touch!
Contact Onward Travel with questions or special requests.
letsgo@onwardtravel.co 
+1 267-825-5880

all photos courtesy Rich Evenhouse


